History of the Gurman family

Until lately we knew a lot about the family of our great-grandfather, Moshe Shraga Fejwel
Sochaczewski, but we knew very little about his wife. But we have found a new source of
information - a search of Yad Vashem's website revealed a document of "Pages of Testimony" for
the registration of Holocaust victims.
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1. Pages of Testimony of Fejga - Zipora Sochaczewski

The page states that Fejga (Hebrew: Zipora) Sochaczewski died in the Warsaw Ghetto in 1942. Her
maiden name was Gurman and the names of her parents were Bonim and Sarah. We knew from the
birth record of our grandmother Yocheved that her mother's name was Fejga Sochaczewski, maiden
name Gurman, and therefore it is clear that the page of the witness refers to our grandmother's
mother. When Nefthali Aharon Vekstein, our relative who is researching family trees, saw the Pages
of Testimony, he immediately said that we are the descendants of R’ R’ Simcha Bunim', and within
a few minutes he found and printed a letter he received from Yisrael Yitzhak Gurman from Bnei
Brak, Israel a few years earlier.

1  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simcha_Bunim_of_Peshischa
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2. The letter of Israel Yizthak Gurman

According to the letter (the green area in the family tree below), Yehuda Gurman, grandson of
Rabbi R’ Simcha Bunim, married the daughter of the rich widow Chaya of Pultusk and had at least
three sons.

Nathan Gurman - He is the g-g-grandfather of Israel Yizthak Gurman of Bnei Brak. Nathan had a
son named Israel Yitzchak, and he had a son named Daniel, and he had a son named Nathan, who is
the father of Israel Yitzhak Gurman of Bnei Brak.

Dov Berka Gurman - was the father of Dvora's who was the wife of the Admo”r Yitzchak Israel
Yerachmiel Danzyger, grandson of the Admo”r Shraga Feivel. They were matched because of the
bride's attribution to R’ R’ Simcha Bunim. The Admo”r Yitzchak Yisrael Yerachmiel was the one
who had gathered the Chasidim of Alexander, who had come to be one of the two great Chasidic
sects in Poland together with the Gur Hasidim.

Yaakov Gurman - was the father of Sarah Rivka, who was the wife of the Admo”r Shmuel Zvi
Danzyger, the brother of Yitzchak Yisrael Yerachmiel, and was the mother of Yitzhak Menachem
Mendel Danzyger, the last ADMO”R of the direct line of the Alexander Chasidim, who was
murdered by the Nazis. In the Chasidic literature, Yaakov Gorman is described as a "mighty," that is
to say, very rich, and is called Yaakov Avraham of Pultusk.

It is known that the brothers Yitzhak Israel Yerachmiel Danzyger and Shmuel Zvi Danzyger lived
together in Pultusk for many years after their marriage, at the table of their fathers-in-law, and
studied together.
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In 2015, the writer of the letter, Israel Yitzhak Gorman, was interviewed in Bnei Brak. He said that
the Gurmans in Pultusk were descended from the Rabbi Rabbi Simcha Bunim of Przysucha, but he
did not know how. According to the letter, Yehuda Gurman is the grandson of Simcha Bunim, but it
is not clear which son or daughter is in question. Hasidic literature did not exactly relate to girls
unless they married someone famous. In addition, until about 1820 there were no birth records
made in Polish towns. However, not all Polish entries are available for search on the Internet today
(2016) and we may in the future find more information.

We began looking for records of the Simcha Bunim family in Chassidic literature, with the help of
Rabbi Naftali Aharon Vekstein. The information collected from Chasidic literature about Simcha
Bunim is shown in blue. Since Rabbi Shraga Fejwel Danzyger, the founder of Alexander's
Hasidism, was a disciple of R’ R’ Simcha Bunim, they matched their children to be married. In the
literature of Alexander's Chasidim we see that Levi Yitzchak Danziger married a daughter, whose
name is unknown, of R’ R’ Simcha Bunim. They had no children. In addition, we found several
more extensive records, such as in the book Simchat Yisrael, Chapter 1. “happy Light” page 36.
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3. The Simcha Bunim family in Simchat Yisrael book, Chapter 1.
“Happy Light” by Yisrael ben Yitzchak page 36

Let us pause a bit to describe Rabbi Rabbi Simcha Bunim and his importance to Polish Chasidism.
(He is the only person called Rabbi Rabbi by Chasidim.)

Chasidism arrived in Poland with R’R’ Simcha Bunim Bonhardt of Przysucha®. R’ R’ Bunim was
involved in commerce, studying pharmacology, European languages and sciences. After his
marriage, he approached Hasidism and became a student of the Visionary of Lublin.

R’ R’ Boneam used to wear European clothing even when he was with the Admo”rim, and said that
he went to theatrical performances during his visits to Danzig [today “Gdansk”] for work.

R’ R’ Bunim developed the "Przysucha method" that required the Chasidim to study the sciences
and writings of the Ramba”m, which are not taught by most of the ultra-Orthodox Jews, so some of

2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simcha_Bunim_of_Peshischa
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the ADMOR”IM attempted to boycott him, but failed. The subject of the boycott is remembered as
one of many stories that have been collected about R’ R’ Bunim, in many books written about him
and in some doctoral studies that were done about him.

R’ R’ Bunim had many disciples, among them two Chasidim who founded the two great Hasidic
sects in Poland - Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Alter, the author of “Chidushei Harim”, and the founder of
Gur Chassidism, and Rabbi Shraga Fajwel Dancyger of Grojec. Rabbi Shraga Fajwel or his son
Rabbi Yechiel are considered to be the founders of the Alexander Chasidim (Alexander is a suburb
of Lodz, Poland). Rabbi Shraga Fayvel was also “mechutan” of R’ R’ Bunim. as the son of Rabbi
Shraga Fayvel married R’ R’ Bunim's daughter. The Alexander Chasidim mostly perished in the
Sohaa, but Gur Hasidim Today has great numbers and follows the path of the Przysucha method. As
described in the Sochaczewski family history, we are descendants of Rabbi Shraga Fajwel.

From this it is clear that blood relation to Rabbi Rabbi Simcha Bunim is a great attribution in
Chassidic society. Here is the family tree of R’ R’ Simcha Bunim, which we built after much
research:
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4. Family tree of Rabbi Simcha Bunim

In the continuation of the study of the Gurman family, we found the marriage of Sarah Rivka
Gurman to Shmuel Zvi Danziger.
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5. The marriage of Sarah Rivka Gurman to Shmuel Zvi Danzyger

The marriage was registered and completed on 12/24 February 1870 in Pilica.
Personally present was [The Rebbe ADMO”R] Yechiel Danziger, the rabbi of the local
community, and Shmuel Hertz Danzyger, a 20-year-old single, the son of Yechiel and
Reizela Mindla, daughter of Yosef, the Danziger couple, who live in Felitza, and Sarah
Rivka Gurman, 18, daughter of Yaakov Ben Chaya [Translator note: Son of Chaya???
A few lines down, he is registered as the son of Yechezkel, and I think that Ben Chaya is
a mistake] and Feiga daughter of David, the couple Gurman, who lives in the city of
Pultusk.....

The matter of "Ben Chaya" fits in with the letter of Israel Yitzhak Gurman, saying that the Gurmans
are called "Fin de Chaykes" [From Chaya in Yiddish] after the grandmother Chaya. In other words,
the family was called "of Chaya." The same Chaya is known in the history of the town of Pultusk as
one of the first Jews to settle in the city, probably before or immediately after the Jews were
allowed to live in the city in 1806.

After a while, more information was about that Chaya, see below.

In order to continue our search, we established contacts with the Association of Pultusk Jews in
Israel. They meet on Holocaust Memorial Day in the Cholon cemetery just south of Tel Aviv, where
there is a monument to the residents of Pultusk who perished in the Holocaust, and they organize a
tour of the city of Pultusk and the surrounding area every year. Through them we received names of
Gurmans living in Israel and contacted them - initially in letters because not for everyone we had an
e-mail or phone information. We met David Gurman in his home in Tel Aviv and he showed a page
written by his father, Yehuda Yosef Gurman:
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6. A record of the Yehuda Yosef Gorman family

It turns out that this is another branch of the Gurman family from Pultusk. The inscription states that
Avraham Moshe, the son of Rabbi Simcha Bunim, married Brandley (in 1826, in the birth record of
her son Zvi Mordechai, her name is "Fajga Brandley Bonhardt"), the granddaughter of Yaakov
Yitzhak Rabinowitz “the Holy Jew”. They had a daughter named Sara Hudes [Hadas], who was
known to have married a man called Fishel (the name Sarah Hadas is not mentioned in Hassidic
literature, only "the daughter of the RRA”M”— Initials of Rabi Rabi Avraham Moshe"), and she had
a daughter named Shajna Rachel. Shajna Rachel married Yzhak Haim Gurman, and they had a son
named Avraham Yaakov Mordechai who is the father of Yehuda Yosef who is the father of David
Gorman from whom I received this record.

This family branch is shown in the drawing of the family tree in gray color. The records match the
Hasidim’s books. But we have not yet found a connection between Bunim Gurman, the
grandmother of our grandmother and R’ R’ Simcha Bunim.

Then the Polish researcher that helped our research found a marriage registration of Bunim
Gurman, in which his parents were listed as Abraham and Chaya Gurman. We added our family
branch to the Gurman tree, fig. 8 below, in yellow.
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7. Marriage registration of Bonim Gurman and Sarah Pesia

Record number 34 of marriages in the city of Nowy Dwor in 1880: was held in the city
of Novi Dwor on 20 September 1880. Present were Rabbi Feivel Baharav, the rabbi of
the Jews in Nowy Dwor and Bonim Gurman, a bachelor at the age of 46, the son of
parents who are alive: Avraham Gurman and Chaya daughter of Zalman, And a
Jewish woman Sarah Pesia Feldenstein, a single woman aged 45, the daughter of
parents who are alive, Yitzhak Feldensztein and Frimata Daughter of Shmuel, who live
in the village of Yuzfin in the Yablona region. The two sides announced that a religious
marriage between the Jewish bachelor Bonim Gurman and the Jewish single woman
Sarah Pessia Feldensztein took place on 13 March 1855. The couple announced that no
financial agreement had been signed between them. The record was read to us and
signed by the witnesses.

That is, the religious marriage took place 25 years before the official marriage with the state, and
until then they were regarded by the law as bachelors! Since we found that the couple's daughter,
Bila Gurman, had married in the same city a few months earlier, we assume that the groom's parents

History of the Gurman family 7



did not want a bride whose parents are legally not married, and demanded that the bride's parents
marry before the authorities. The town of Nowy Dwor is close to Pultusk in the north. Also a
possibility is that they did marry formally, but as the record burned in the Pultusk fire of 1875, it did
not count.

According to the marriage record, it was found that Bunim Gurman was born in 1834. If we
remember that Simcha Bunim died in 1827, it is possible that Bonim Gurman was the first grandson
or great-grandson to be born after the death of Simcha Bunim, and is therefore named after him.

It is also possible that Abraham is the brother of Yehuda Gorman (in the green highlight in Fig. 4,
above)

In addition, it can be assumed that Yitzchak Haim Gurman (in gray, drawing 4) is the brother of the
Nathan brothers, Dov Bar and Yaakov Avraham Gorman (in green, drawing 4)

But the big problem - the fire in Pultusk in 1875 - stops research in the city records. As noted, all
records in Pultusk before 1875 have disappeared, and probably burned in the Great Fire that
destroyed the city that year.

But there are other sources of information. As noted above, we found a memorial record at Yad
Vashem regarding Fayga Gurman Sochachevsky, written by Tova Caspi, who describes Fayga as
"the mother's sister." The listing was found in search of the value "Sochaczewski". Please look at
the Gurman family tree in Pultusk as you continue reading.
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8. The Gurman family in Pultusk
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After another search on the Yad Vashem website, additional records were found of the sisters of
Fayga: Batya, born in 1876, and Devorah, born in 1890. The search was conducted on all the
witness records written by Tova Caspi, and the two records we found had the family reference
described as "the mother's sister”.
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9. Witness records of Batya and Dvora Gurman, aunts of Tova Caspi

These records are highlighted in light blue in the drawing of the Gurman tree. There were at least
four daughters of Bunim Gurman: (a) the mother of our grandmother, Fayga, who perished in the
Holocaust at about the age of 87; (b) Bila, wife of the ADMO”R of Yablon, Yaakov Taub, who was
the mother of Tova Caspi's , Yehezkel Taub and Zivia Taub, and who perished in the Holocaust; (c)
Batia, who lived in Warsaw and perished in the Holocaust; and (d) Deborah, who lived in Alexander
and was married to a "Rabbi of Alexander" and also perished in the Holocaust. Deborah was listed
as a daughter of Pnina, apparently a second wife of Bonim Gurman. Deborah was born in 1890, 10
years after the formal marriage of Bonim Gurman in 1880. The Polish state will release more
documents that will pass the 100-year-old barrier and then we will be able to know who Dvora's
husband was, maybe a Danziger.
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In a search in a web page that holds many photographs of graves®, we have found the photograph of
Tova Caspi's gravestone bearing the names of her parents, Jacob Taub and Billa.

Billi= nGraves

10. The gravestone on Tova Caspi's grave

Yehezkel Taub, the brother of Tova Taub Caspi, is known as the last ADMO”R of Yablon, and he
organized the Hasidic aliya in which our family immigrated to Israel, buying land in Kfar Hasidim
and Tivon, and the Hassidim settling on them. However, in light of malaria and the fact that they
had no experience in farming, Yehezkel Taub emigrated to America, left the religion and became a
successful construction contractor, and in the latter part of his life he returned to Israel and died in
Israel, but it is clear that he was the cousin of our grandmother Yocheved.

Tova Taub Caspi lived in Kfar Hasidim and was married to Moshe Caspi. Their son Yaakov fell
with the platoon of 35 in the War of Independence.

Then the Polish researcher discovered two marriage records from the town of Nowy Dwor in the
Yablona region. It turns out that the sister of our great-grandmother, Bila Gurman, married Joseph
Mendel Zucker! We now estimate that Bila Gurman and Jacob Taub were married in a second

3 BillionGraves.org
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marriage after they were widowed or divorced - their three children were born 14 years after the
first marriage of Bila Gurman.

Another search found a death record of Frimka / Primta, the mother of Sarah Pesia, Bonim
Gurman's wife:
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11. Death registration of Frimka / Primta

A record dated 18/31 July 1900 in the town of Nowy Dwor. Frymke Feldenstein,
daughter of Zelig and Sima Gurman, died on 17/30 June, 1900, at the age of 109
(one hundred and nine years old!!!) in the Felkowizna neighborhood of the Brodno

district

According to this record Sarah Pesia Feldenstein Gurman was born when Primta / Frimka was 44
years old, a possibility. But in light of the errors in the ages we found in other records, one can
doubt the age of death.

Interestingly, Frimka's parents were also called Gurman. In other words, it is possible that the
parents of Bunim Gurman and Sarah Pesia were relatives.
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Information that came later in the study: A book that list Jews who paid taxes to the Jewish
community in Pultusk was found.
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12. List of taxpayers of the Jewish community in Pultusk in 1823

In line 5, Chaya Herszkovitz Gurman is listed. Obviously it was a widow named Chaya, because
otherwise her husband's name would be written there. So we assume that this is the famous widow
Chaya. Her father's name was Hersz (Herszkovitz = daughter of Hersz as is customary in writing
names in Russia). It is clear that her last name was Gurman, but it is known that she had only
daughters - and many members of the Gurman family from Poltosk claim that they descend from
sons-in-law of that Chaya! So we assume that some of Chaya's daughter’s grooms took upon
themselves the last name of her late husband in order to have continuity to the name. It was quite
common at that time when many people died at a young age.

The big problem is that changing the surnames, together with the absence of records from Pultusk
dating before 1875, is probably an insurmountable barrier to the study of this branch of our family
in the early 19th century.
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In conclusion, perhaps temporary, there was no recorded connection of our family to R’ R’ Simcha
Bunim. We assume, specifically according to the inscription on the tombstone of Yitzchak Aaron
Sochaczewski [the brother of our grandmother Miryam Yocheved], stating that he is a descendant of
the ADMO”Rs of Alexander, but not mentioning a connection to R’ R’ Simcha Bunim, that we must
conclude that we are not descended from R’ R’ Simcha Bunim.

What we did find is a very large Gurman family.
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